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HONORING DETECTIVE JAMES
STANKO

(Ms. WILD asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. WILD. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to honor the life of Allentown Police
Detective and Community Liaison Offi-
cer James Stanko, a man who dedi-
cated his life’s work to bridging the di-
vide between police officers and the
community they serve.

Officer Stanko died on Monday, a
huge loss for our community, but his
legacy lives on through the countless
lives he touched.

Officer Stanko wasn’t known for sit-
ting idly at a desk. His passions lay out
in the community where he was known
for mentoring our kids, whether it was
through coaching basketball, talking
at schools, or offering life lessons at
the children’s clinic.

As someone who worked closely with
him put it, “Our kids called him fam-
ily.”” He was a calming, yet dependable
force that everyone, especially our
youth, could turn to for guidance and
support.

Officer Stanko never stopped trying
to achieve his ultimate goal of con-
necting the police department to the
people that it serves.

Working as an Allentown police offi-
cer for 13 years, Stanko never wavered
in his values of honesty, integrity, and,
most notably, respect for others. I was
inspired by his sincere love for public
service, as well as his passion for our
community that he was proud to call
home. He will be deeply missed.
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HONORING DIVISION CHAMPS
CLINTON-MASSIE FALCONS

(Mr. CAREY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CAREY. Mr. Speaker, as a Clin-
ton County native, I rise today in
honor of the 2021 Division IV Ohio high
school football State champion, the
Clinton-Massie Falcons.

On December 3, 2021, the Clinton-
Massie Falcons defeated the Youngs-
town Ursuline Irish in a thrilling come-
back victory that one would expect to
see in a movie.

Trailing 28-7 late in the third quar-
ter, the Falcons kept their poise and
refused to be denied. They shut down
the Irish offense while scoring on three
straight possessions. The Falcon’s final
touchdown came on a fourth and goal
from the 1-yard line with under 1
minute to play.

With the score 28-27, the team didn’t
think twice when given the choice.
They went for 2 points and the win to
bring home the school’s third State
championship in just under 10 years.

To Coach Dan McSurley and every
player on the Falcon roster, congratu-
lations. As a former captain of the East
Clinton Astro football team, I under-
stand the obstacles that you have had
to overcome to earn this title. You
have made our county proud and prov-
en that hard work and determination
truly pay off.

————

INVESTING IN INFRASTRUCTURE

(Mr. CARDENAS asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. CARDENAS. Mr. Speaker,
thanks to President Biden’s Infrastruc-
ture Investment and Jobs Act that I
and many of us voted for, we are now
putting those resources on the ground
across America.

The first billions of dollars to go to
California and every State in the Union
are now being put in place to fix
bridges. Next, we are going to fix our
roads and build our infrastructure to
electrify our system throughout the
country.

These are the kinds of things that
our voters sent us to Washington to do,
to bring those resources back to every
single community, every single one of
our communities, and that is what we
are doing here in Congress with a
President who actually believes in the
fundamentals of infrastructure and
making sure that we put our American
workers back to work to build our Na-
tion as it should be and what we are so
proud of.

We are the number one infrastruc-
ture place in the world, and we will
continue to be so with these invest-
ments.

——
ONE YEAR OF CRISES

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
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dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, today marks the 1l-year
anniversary of President Biden’s inau-
guration and 1 year under one-party
rule.

And I ask: Is America better off? The
answer is no.

Since President Biden took office, we
have seen crisis after crisis.

We are facing an economic -crisis.
President Biden and the Democrats had
the tools to bring our economy back to
the prepandemic records of 2019. But
instead, we have massive supply short-
ages, labor shortages, and an inflation
rate that has reached a 40-year high.

Our country faces an energy crisis.
We went from being energy inde-
pendent to begging OPEC+ to produce
more o0il to offset the rising costs. This
is because of anti-American energy
policies enacted over the past year.

Mr. Speaker, the list goes on: an edu-
cation crisis as our youth continue to
face uncertainty in the classroom; a
national security crisis as our presence
on the world stage has been weakened
and our southern border remains vul-
nerable; and a crime crisis following
dangerous defund the police rhetoric.

Mr. Speaker, this is not the leader-
ship America needs right now. In fact,
it is far from it.
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INFRASTRUCTURE AND JOBS

(Ms. UNDERWOOD asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. UNDERWOOD. Mr. Speaker,
today marks one year of Democrats in
Congress working alongside the Biden-
Harris administration on behalf of
American families.

I am proud of what we have accom-
plished so far, including the once-in-a-
generation investment in our roads and
bridges made by the bipartisan infra-
structure law. With nearly 2,500 bridges
in poor condition, Illinois ranks third
among States with crumbling bridge
infrastructure. Thanks to the bipar-
tisan infrastructure law, Illinois will
receive $1.4 billion to repair and re-
build these bridges, like the Black-
berry Creek and Mendota railroad
bridges in my district.

These upgrades will save Illinoisans
money on costly car repairs and time
on their daily commutes. This long-
overdue investment will also connect
our communities and support our sup-
ply chain, while creating good-paying
jobs and spurring economic develop-
ment.

With the partnership of the Biden-
Harris administration, we have spent
the last 365 days delivering for the
American people. Our work is far from
finished.
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